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Abstract The quality of spell checkers depends on the applied method

of constructing and maintaining their databases. The size of the database

may limit the achievable quality. The present article discusses the method-

ology of the objective evaluation of spell checkers and the theoretical

limits of testing. It attempts to compare the available programs impar-

tially, and to show the advantages of the applied methods used for the

construction of linguistic databases. Finally, it reviews the directions of

possible improvement.
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